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Temo was excited. “I Temo was excited. “I 
want to grow my own want to grow my own 
vegetables,” she said. Her vegetables,” she said. Her 
dad said he would help her.dad said he would help her.
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First they First they 
used a used a 
garden fork garden fork 
to make to make 
the soil the soil 
soft. soft. 

Then they Then they 
planted carrot, planted carrot, 
tomato, tomato, 
spinach and spinach and 
bean seeds and bean seeds and 
watered them.watered them.
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One day Temo saw a mess One day Temo saw a mess 
in her garden. “Mommy! in her garden. “Mommy! 
Daddy! The goats are eating Daddy! The goats are eating 
my vegetables,” she cried.my vegetables,” she cried.
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So Temo and her father built So Temo and her father built 
a fence around the garden. a fence around the garden. 
But oh no, the cows opened But oh no, the cows opened 
the gate with their horns.the gate with their horns.
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Temo put a padlock on the Temo put a padlock on the 
gate. But now the birds were gate. But now the birds were 
eating the plants, so they eating the plants, so they 
put a net over the garden.put a net over the garden.
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When they were ready, Temo When they were ready, Temo 
picked her vegetables and picked her vegetables and 
helped her mother make a helped her mother make a 
delicious soup for supper. delicious soup for supper. 
Temo felt very proud.Temo felt very proud.
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This Big Book was developed by Wordworks. 
Design by Jacqui Botha. Editing by Ilse von Zeuner.

It is adapted from the book Temo and the plant thieves, published 
by Nal’ibali (www.nalibali.org).

This Big Book is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)
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