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Real facts are 
usually broadly 
spread - check 

mainstream media 
or fact-checking 

sites

Click away from 
the story and 

investigate the 
site, its mission 

and contact 
information 

Are there other 
credible sites 

posting a similar 
story?

Is the website 
hosting the 

article a good 
source?

Does the article 
have an author’s 

name? 

Is this author 
real or credible?

Does the article 
include sources / 
verified links to 

back up the 
claims?

Was the article 
written recently?

Is the article from 
a local source?

Information about 
COVID-19 changes 

daily and something 
that may have been 

true may no longer be 
relevant. If the 

information is not 
recent, do not share it.

Where is this post from? 
What area? Information 

in a post might not be 
relevant to your area, 
city or country. If the 

post is not from a local 
source, do not share it.

Consider that 
your own beliefs 
may affect your 

judgement.
 If you’re not sure, 

don’t share.

Is it to elicit a specific 
emotion like panic or 
amusement? Is it to 

go viral? If the answer 
is yes to these 

questions, do not share 
the information.

Have you 
excluded your 

bias?

BE(A)WARE - DON’T SHARE

If the story has an 
author’s name, it means 

the author takes 
responsibility for 

content and the potential 
consequences

Read beyond 
the site. Follow the 

source links to see if 
they work,  where 
they go and if they 

align with the claims 
in the story

Legitimate author’s 
information should 
be readily available 

online

Is the motive of 
the article clear?

YES

IS IT FAKE NEWS? Containing the spread of COVID-19 fake news and misinformation:  A guide for South African high-schoolers

It is very likely 
the article is a 
reliable source 
of information.

PREPARE 
TO SHARE

FOR FULL REPORT ON FAKE NEWS IMPACTING SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN GO TO JET.ORG.ZA


